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The Fire from Heaven 
  

“Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the 

water in the trench.” -1 Kings 18:38 
 

 Some people feel awkward praying. They want to pray but don’t know how to do it. They say that no one ever 

taught them how to pray. They ask, “What’s the right way to pray? What do I say? What if I ask the wrong thing? What 

if I don’t know any prayers? What if I’m not good at using those big religious words?” 
 These questions make prayer sound like a difficult project when really it’s not. Prayer is simply talking to God. 

It is telling God what is on our minds and in our hearts. There is no right or wrong way to pray. Nothing is too 

unimportant or too big to bring to God. When we look at prayers in the Bible we find some long prayers and some very 

short ones. When Moses’ sister was sick, he simply prayed, “Lord, please heal her.”  

 Today we will see that only the true God can answer prayer. It begins with a very unusual contest between the 

prophet Elijah and 450 prophets of the false god, Baal. The contest was to see whose god would answer prayer first. 

 Both set up altars and both chose an animal to sacrifice on their altar. Elijah said, “You call on the name of your 

god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God.” The Bible tells us that the 

prophets of Baal prayed all morning long. They shouted to Baal, and they danced for him. But nothing happened. Elijah 

shouted to them, “Maybe your God is sleeping, or deep in thought. Maybe you aren’t shouting loud enough or maybe 

he went on vacation.” Baal’s prophets continued praying until nighttime with no success.  

 Then it was Elijah’s turn. First he stepped up to his altar and dug a ditch around it. Then he took four large jars 

of water and poured them on the sacrifice. He did that three times until everything was soaking wet. Then he prayed a 

short prayer, “Light this sacrifice so these people will know that you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning their 

hearts back again.” Then came God’s incredible miracle. The Lord sent fire from heaven and burned up the sacrifice, 

the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. Those watching were stunned. God had 

proven to everyone that only he is the true God. Only he has the power to do whatever he wishes. Only he hears the 

prayers of his people. 

 Have you ever wondered if God hears your prayers? The Bible assures us that God listens to every prayer we 

pray, no matter how long the prayer or how short; no matter if we read a printed prayer or we make up our own. God 

just loves to hear us talk to him. He promises us in John 15:7, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” It is a wonderful blessing knowing that God never sleeps or goes on 

vacation. He is always ready to hear our prayers. 

 

In Christ, Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 

  

March 3, 2022 

The  

Buzz 
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Basketball Games:  Please see details below. 

 Thursday, Mar 3: We play at Trinity, Marshfield today 
The B-Team will play at 4:00 and the A-Team will play at 5:00. We will 
leave immediately after school dismisses. Drivers are needed. 
Directions to Trinity Lutheran School, 9529 State Hwy 80, Marshfield 
Take Highway 10 east. At the traffic circle, take the first exit onto WI-

80. The school will be on the right. 
 

Basketball Practice: 
 Tuesday, Mar 8  4:00-6:00 (A Team only) This is our final 
 practice of the year. 
 

Luther Prep Tournament:  The Luther Prep Co-Ed Basketball 

Tournament will take place next Friday and Saturday, March 11-12. 
Our first game will be played at 12:30 Friday afternoon. Players should 
arrive by 11:30-11:45. We will be playing that first game at Luther Prep, 
1300 Western Ave. Watertown, WI. 
 

No School-March 11:  Parents, please note that there will be NO 

SCHOOL on Friday, March 11, as our basketball team will be traveling to 
Watertown for a tournament. The ELC will be open for childcare. 
 

Late Start Day:  Next Wednesday, March 9th, is a late start day. 

School will start at 10:15. There will be no 3K/4K. The ELC will be open 
for childcare. 
 

Supper:  You are all invited to supper next Wednesday, March 9th, 

starting at 6:00 in the school gym. Our church’s GPS (God’s People 
Serving) group will be providing the meal, and the menu will include 
scalloped potatoes with ham and chocolate and vanilla cake. 
 

Singing:  Students in grades K-8 will be singing for our Lenten service 

next Wednesday, March 9th. Worship begins at 7:00.  
 

Bible Fair:  We will be holding a Bible Fair for all students in grades K-

8 on Friday, April 29th. More information was sent home with the 
students yesterday. Parents, if you have any questions regarding the 
Bible Fair, please talk to your child’s teacher. 

  

Upcoming 
Events 

Thurs, Mar 3 
BB Games @ Trinity, 
Marshfield 
B-Team:  4:00 
A-Team:  5:00 
 

Sun, Mar 6 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
 

Mon, Mar 7 
Pajama Day 
 
Dartball @ Home vs. Globe-
Christie  7:00 pm 
 

Tues, Mar 8 
USA or Country Western 
Day 
 
BB Practice 4:00-6:00 
A Team Only 
 

Wed, Mar 9 
Future Job & Anything but 
a Backpack Day 
 
Late Start Day-No 3K/4K 
 
Chapel  10:15 am 
 
GPS serves supper 
   6:00 pm 
 
Lenten Worship 7:00 pm 
Gr. K-8 sing 
 

Thurs, Mar 10 
Crazy Hornet-School Colors 
Day 
 
Pep Rally 2:00 pm 
 
NO BB PRACTICE 
 

Fri, Mar 11 
NO SCHOOL 
 

Fri-Sat, Mar 11-12 
Luther Prep Co-Ed 
Basketball Tournament 
 

Sun, Mar 13 
Worship 9:00 am 
 
Sunday School 10:15 am 
 
Bible Class 10:15 am 
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Spirit Week:  Next week students are 

invited to participate in Spirit Week to get 
excited for the Luther Prep basketball 
tournament at the end of the week. Students 
will be participating in dress-up days and will 
also have fun at a pep rally on Thursday 
afternoon (3/10). Dress-up days are as follows: 
 

Monday (3/7)-Pajama Day 
Tuesday (3/8)-USA or Country Western Day 

Wednesday (3/9)-Future Job and Anything but 
a Backpack Day (don’t bring a backpack to 

school) 
Thursday (3/10)-Crazy Hornet/School Colors 
Day-Wear your St. John’s hornet gear or as 

much black and yellow as possible!  
Pep Rally at 2:00 in the school gym. 

Friday (3/11)-LPS Basketball Tourney 
No School. ELC still open for childcare. 

 
Points will be given out for student 
participation in dressing up and activities at the 
pep rally. Let’s have fun and show our school 
spirit!! 
 

Soup, Pie & Ice Cream:  Our parent 

organization will be serving a supper of 
homemade soup, pie and ice cream on 
Wednesday, March 23rd, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
school gym. We are in need of volunteers who 
would be willing to make soup.  
So far we have two volunteers to make soup—
vegetable beef and crack chicken chili. It would 
be nice to have at least three different kinds. Is 
there one more person who wouldn’t mind 
making soup? If you can help out in this way, 
please contact the school office. Thank you! 
Also, please watch for slips coming home today 
for pie and vanilla ice cream donations and 
serving and clean-up help. 
 

2022-23 Calendar Survey:  Tuesday you 

should have received a text message with a link 

to our 2022-23 school calendar survey. We are 
looking for parent input. If you could take a few 
moments to fill out that survey, it would be 
greatly appreciated. It is open from now until 
March 15th. The link to the survey is below. 
Thanks for your participation! 
2022-23 School Calendar Survey 
 

Busing Update:  We learned this past week 

that masks are now optional for children riding 
the bus. If your children haven’t been riding the 
bus and you would like them to, please contact 
the elementary office at 715-743-8710. 
 

Kids Carnival:  We would like to thank all 

who attended our Kids Carnival on February 
26th. After expenses, $1,100.50 was raised for 
our playground fund.  

We would also like to thank all the volunteers 
who helped out with the carnival. There are too 
many to list by name, but their willing service is 
greatly appreciated! Volunteers helped in the 
concession stand, ran the cakewalk, helped 
with entry fees, did face painting, helped with 
balloon tying, supervised the bounce houses, 
helped with clean-up, etc. We also thank all the 
wonderful bakers who donated the cakes and 
cupcakes for the cakewalk. 

We do want to specifically thank Joel & 
Darlene Zschernitz and Mrs. Allard, who spent 
a lot of time organizing and getting ready for 
the event. We also want to thank Mark 
Studinski from Rock ‘n Roll To Go for loaning us 
his sno cone machine, as well as the bounce 
houses and slide. 

The carnival could not have been a success 
without the willing support of many. It’s 
another great opportunity to reach out and 
serve our community. Thanks again! We look 
forward to doing this next year. 
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Special Thanks:  We would like to thank 

Mrs. Kathy Mathis, who has been teaching 4K 
the last six weeks while Mrs. Allard has been on 
maternity leave. We also want to thank Alice 
Glinski, who subbed in the 4K room several 
days when Mrs. Mathis wasn’t able to be here. 
Thanks for your hard work and dedication 
ladies!!! 
 

School Band Online Voting Contest:  

Heid’s Music from Stevens Point does a “Big 10 
Contest” each year that awards prizes to school 
music programs. We are participating this year 
to benefit our school’s new music/band 
program. You can vote once a day to support 
our school. This contest goes through the 
month of March. 
To vote, you will need to go to the link below. 
https://www.heidmusic.com/big10plus/ 
 
Then you will scroll down the page to the 
section “Vote Here”. You will then enter your 
email address and first and last name. Voters 
may vote on one photo every 24 hours, but can 
vote an unlimited number of times during the 
contest. 
 
In our first year starting up our instrumental 
lessons we currently have six students learning 
and using their God-given gifts and abilities to 
serve the Lord. On behalf of our beginning 
instrumentalists, we thank you for your 
support. God is good, all the time! 
 
If you have any questions, you may contact Mr. 
Leiterman at 920-615-5136.  
 
Serving you in Christ,   Mr. Brandon Leiterman 
 

Rec Dept News: 
Tri-Star Basketball:  Tri-Star Basketball, 

sponsored by the Neillsville Optimist Club, will 

be held this Friday, March 4th, at 3:30 in the 
middle school gym. This program is meant for 
boys and girls 5-13 years old. No cost or pre-
registration is necessary, just show up! There 
will be passing, shooting & dribbling skills, and 
awards will be given to all. For more 
information, call 743-2400. 
 

Boys Youth Spring Baseball:  

Registration forms and more information on 
the Boys Youth Spring Baseball program are 
available on the counter by the school office. 
Please feel free to take a packet. 
 

 
Kamden Julga 

The Student of the Week is Kamden Julga. 
Kamden is in 4th Grade. He has been making 
great improvements over the school year, has 
been getting his work done on time, is 
participating more in the classroom, and has 
been respectful of teachers and his fellow 
classmates. 

 
Congratulations Kamden! 
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